Geography 371  Mexico and Central America
Spring 2017
Instructor: Michael S. McGlade, Ph.D.



Class Meets: Tuesday 17:15 - 21:05
Class Location: HSS 331





Office:  HSS 211

Office Phone:  503-838-8381
 




Office Hrs: M 9-10, 1-2, W 1-2, R 9-11

e-mail: mcgladm@wou.edu  





website:  www.wou.edu/~mcgladm
Course Overview:
Environmental, cultural, and social aspects of Mexico and Central America are examined.  Special attention will be given to physical and environmental geography, the political economy of the US in the region, human migration, and civil conflicts.
Required readings:

-Geo-Mexico: the Geography and Dynamics of Modern Mexico. Richard Rhoda and Tony Burton, Sombrero Books, Ladysmith, Canada (2010).
-Breakfast Of Biodiversity: The Political Ecology of Rain Forest Destruction. John Vandermeer and Ivette Perfecto, Foodfirst, Oakland (2005 Edition). 
Other readings will be made available on instructor’s website:  www.wou.edu/~mcgladm 
Course goals:

1) describe the political ecology of land use and civil conflict,

2) analyze the dynamics between the biophysical environment and socio-cultural development
Both of these align with the Geography Program Outcomes below, in addition to Diversity:
2. Interpret the interrelationships between people, space and place. (IL) 

3. Analyze human-environment relations. (IA)

Activities:
There will be two exams, weekly quizzes, and a term paper.  

Quiz questions will be based mostly on the study questions that I post.  Because I will drop your lowest quiz score, no make up quizzes will be given.   Please don't intentionally miss a quiz knowing that you can drop it and then later have to miss another one for unforeseen reasons out of your control.  One major reason for allowing a dropped quiz is so that the messy question of make ups will not need to come up.
Quizzes will be taken sometime during class and you may use your notes.  Taking good notes from the reading and reading questions, together with reviewing and studying before the quiz, are recommended for achieving good scores. 
Please use e-mail to communicate with me rather than through Moodle.  Always type in 371 or something like Mexico Central America class in the title of your message so that it gets my attention and so that I can later search for all class correspondence.  
Grading:
Approximate weighting of requirements:  quizzes 30%, discussion/participation 10%, exam #1 20%, exam #2 20%, research paper 20%.   
Approximate grading scale:   A 90-100, B 80-90, C 70-80, D 60-70, F <60.  Plus and minus scores used.
Readings & Schedule
	Days
	Topics
	Readings*



	April 4
	Physical Environments
	

	April 11
	Quiz, Mexico Environments
	Coates Chs. 1-4 (see website)

	April 18
	Quiz, Central American Environments
	Rhoda and Burton Chs. 1-5 (see website)

	April 25
	Quiz, Water, Population Dynamics, Mexico
	Rhoda and Burton Chs. 7-10 (see website)
see www.wou.edu/~mcgladm

	May 2
	Quiz, Loss of Mexican Territory, Children of Maize
	Gonzalez Ch. 5, Rhoda and Burton Ch. 12 Nabhan, Pilcher, (see website)

	May 9
	Exam 1
	Rhoda and Burton Ch.14 (part of Exam 1, see website)

	May 16
	Quiz, Mexico-US Migration, Tourism
	To be announced, Rhoda & Burton Chs. 19, 21, 23

	May 23
	Quiz, Central American Revolutions, 
	Williams, Vandermeer & Perfecto tba

	May 30
	Quiz, Social & Environmental Sustainability
	Vandermeer & Perfecto tba

	June 6
	Paper Due
	Vandermeer & Perfecto tba

	Tuesday, June 13th, 5:15 p.m.
	Exam #2
	everything after Exam #2


*Reading list is subject to change.  Other materials in online folder for the class are also required, unless otherwise noted.

Any student needing an accommodation for any type of disability should talk me during office hours or after class the first week of the course and should contact the Office of Disability Services (838-8250v/tty).  

By continuing in this class, all students agree to be bound by the Academic Dishonesty Policy of the Social Science Division as posted in the folder for this class at www.wou.edu/~mcgladm.

Any student needing an accommodation for any type of disability should e-mail me the first week of the course and should contact the Office of Disability Services (838-8250v/tty). 

